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154 Monthly Agricultural and Commercial Reports. [Feb. 

The following remarkable circumstance dreadful to relate, the roof doortly after- 
may be depended on as a fact. A poor wards falling in, buried in tne ruins the 
irishwoman, who resided in Shoe-lane, unfortunate woman and her child! The 
London, was brought to bed on Friday husband with the utmost difficulty pi-e- 
se'niiigbt, and on tbe same evening dreamt served his life, and though buried in the 
that she should die on the Monday night rubbish, miraculously extricated himself 
following. This portentous dream was from his perilous situation, 
little attended to by her husband or her Norwich.. .On the night of the 17th ult. 
neighbours; but on Monday, during the a lamb the property of Mr. J. Reynolds, 
hurricane, the husband thought he heard ofBeeston, St. Andrew, was completely 
the roof of the house giving way, and buried under the Snow, and was not seen 
mentioned his fears to bis wife. She, how- again till the 12th instant (an interval of 
ever, v/m unable to help herself, and 26 days) when it was alive and well! 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From (he 2l)M of January, to tHe Wt/t of February, 1809. 
The wpather having for some weeks past beer, extremely wet and stormy, 
has , greatly retarded the progress of the plough, and will probably occasion a 
jjress,.of business to the farmer, in getting the land prepared for the spring 
crops. 

The early sown wligat continue; to look well, and the later crops begin to 
put on a more favourable appearance. 

The prices of grain continue to advance, oats in particular has experienced 
a very gre»t rise, and oat-meal is proportionably high. This extraordinary 
rise appears, to be occasioned by a general apprehension of the effects rikely 
tp result froui the liberty proposed to be granted to the public stills, and not 
from any cqnyiption of ft scarcity of grain: last' year's crop although not as 
productive as might be expected from its appearance, yet will fall very little 
if any , thing short of the overage of the last five years, and the general 
representation of th*. potatoe crops being favourable, encourages a hope that 
provisions will not advance to that enormous price, which the present alarm 
seems to have suggested. 

MONTHLY COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

It may be proper to, notice, as a subject closely connected with the Commer- 
cial interests of this Country, the proposition made in the Imperial Parliament 
to permit the dibtjl|ation from grain in 'Ireland, and to lay an additional duty 
on tne 'Importation^ spirits from' this country into Great Britain. In a for- 
mer Coniiiiercial Report, this albj'ect was • noticed ' as connected, with the pro- 
ceedings iu the' last session of parliament, and a remark made that the business 
was iakeii up, rather as .a question at' issue between the landholders and the West 
InHlan J mercnants, without reference to the most material point, whether in the 
state of seclusion in which the empire stands With regard to America and the North of 
Europe, grain will hot be wanted in the shape -of food. Every reason which applied 
in tn'e course of last' summer is equally cogent nowi when the price of oats, the 
second article, df prime necessity in •Ireland, is at present so very 'high, and if the 
distillatipn be permitted to goon, is likely .greatly to increase,' But taxes are wanted, 
the revenue is found to be deficient, and the Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer is only 
solicitous to procure money for Ms friends to carry on the war-system. The inhabi- 
tants of Belfast Jiave had two- meetings on the subject, and have petitioned parliament 
against the, measure of distillation. A full recount 6f the meeting, as extracted from 
thje Belfast news papers is given at page ^49, to which we refer, and crave the atten- 
tion of our readers. It affords satisfaction to see some revival of public spirit in the 
town of Belfast, and much credit is due to some of the speakers -oil the occasion. 

It is sincerely wished, that' the apposition, to the measure " may be successful 
though ther^ is Jtyle room to expect that the good of the people will weigh 
against the' expected increase to the revenue. Private advantage generally . out- 
weighs the public good, and some are inclined to wish that: the merchants of 
Belfast bad kept above all Suspicion of sinister vie\Vs,. by acting with public spirit 
in .petitioning against the Orders in Council, which principally caused the alarms 
of scarcity, and seem likely to deprive the inhabitants of Ireland of the usual 



